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WELLINGTON  ( SALOP)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


INTERIM  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  ANN  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF THE_ URBAN  DISTRICT  ON  WELLINGTON  TOR  THE  YEAR  1941.  jCW 

F.  .  Ijf;  I  -  ,  .  k(l!bbaby 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


On  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  scope  of 
the  Annual  Report  has  been  restricted  and  again  appears  in  an  abridged 
form.  In  the  directions  issued  for  guidance  in  compilation,  it 

has  been  pointed  out  that  comparisons  are  likely  to  be  fallacious 
owing  to  the  variety  and  magnitude  of  local  population  movement  and 
the  uneven  incidence  of  civilian  deaths.  This  being  so,  it  is 

not  intended  to  submit  figures  which  would,  apparently,  be  the  basis 
for  accurate  comparison  with  those  in  peace  time.  Nevertheless, 
such  figures  as  can  be  given  and  may  be  indicative,  to  some  extent,  of 
internal  population  changes,  of  improvements  in  service,  and  the 
presence  of  disease  in  the  area,  will  be  found  in  the  relevant  sections 
of  the  Report. 


As  stated  in  the  section  on  infectious  disease  in  the  Report, 
disease  was  comparatively  quiescent.  No  illnesses  gave  rise  for 
concern,  and  less  hospitalisation  was  required  than  the  average. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  this  high  standard  can  be  maintained  in 
the  future  but,  with  the  facilities  offered  for  protection  and  the 
generally  progressive  methods  of  hygiene,  it  can  confidently  be 
anticipated  that,  should  there  be  any  retrogression,  this  will  be  of 
short  duration  only.  Prevention  being  the  guiding  principle  it 

is  our  policy  to  remove,  as  qmickly  as  possible,  every  possibility  of 
infection  and  contagion  and,  this  being  so,  any  case  which  creates 
doubt  as  to  diagnosis  is  dealt  with,  the  general  population  being  the 
first  consideration. 

Contrary  to  findings  in  the  country  generally,  the 
tuberculosis  returns  show  a  steady  average.  This  should  give 

satisfaction  when  it  is  remembered  the  movement  of  population;  persons 
already  infected  tend  to  move  to  reception  areas  away  from  danger. 

In  addition,  the  irregularity  of  living,  the  long  hours  of  emergency 
work,  the  restrictions  of  feeding,  together  with  general  anxiety,  are 
means  by  which  spread  might  have  been  anticipated,  but  in  your  case 
these  may  be  in  some  measure  offset  by  the  healthy  living  conditions 
of  the  neighbourhood. 


1941  saw  the  gradual  adoption  of  the  Emergency  Measures 
put  into  force  in  1940  to  meet  the  changed  conditions  of  administration. 
Orders  concerning  Water  Supplies,  the  Control  of  Housing,  certain 
Infectious  Diseases,  and  the  Service  of  Meat  to  the  Town,  were  the 
chief  instances  of  these.  For  the  current  year,  the  Ministry  of 

Health  found  it  necessary  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  spread 
of  disease  which  could  be  associated  with  overcrowding  and  the 
movement  of  population.  Orders  giving  guidance  in  the  control  and 

prevention  are  concerned  with  Typhus  and  Scabies  and,  in  connection 
with  these,  measures  to  be  taken  against  lice. 


During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  as  an 
extension  of  their  rationing  scheme,  granted  invalids  certain 
privileges  and  concessions  to  secure  a  more  abundant  supply;  milk  and 
eggs  were  mainly  concerned. 

Officers  of  Authorities  were  given  the  opportunity  to  become 
proficient  in  the  methods  of  dealing  with  gas  contaminated  foodstuffs 
and,  with  this  end  in  view,  your  Officer  attended  a  course  of  lectures 
in  Birmingham.  The  application  of  this  instruction  to  his 

locality  was  the  chief  concern  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  Principal  Regional  Medical  Officer  has  at  times 
directed  attention  to  foods  likely,  through  contamination,  to  carry 
disease.  The  capacity  and  provision  in  the  district  to  deal  with 

the  hospital  care  of  expectant  mothers  was  the  subject  of  an 
investigation  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  attention  of  Medical  Practitioners  has  been  directed, 
as  occasion  arose,  to  matters  of  common  interest;  this  with  a  view’ 
to  securing  the  maximum  co-operation  in  the  maintenance  of 
efficiency  in  health  practice. 

The  Medical  Officer  takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  a  pleasant  association  in  the  working  of  the 
Department  during  the  Year,  and  in  his  active  collaboration  in  the 
preparation  of  this  Report. 

POPULATION ; 

While  the  number  of  official  evacuees  has  decreased  and  some 
of  the  civil  servants  who  were  billeted  in  the  Town  have  been 
accommodated  in  new  houses  by  the  new  factory  Authorities,  the  increase 
in  the  normal  population  of  the  District  remains  high.  This  is  in 
large  measure  due  to  the  drafting  of  members  of  H.M.  forces  to  various 
establishments  near  to  the  District  and  the  subsequent  following  of 
their .wives  and  families.  A  large  number  of  workmen  engaged  in 

building  these  establishments  have  also  found  accommodation  locally. 

The  results  of  this  pressure  on  accommodation  is  still  mostly  felt  in 
the. cottage  type  of  house,  Council  property,  and  small  villas. 

During  the  Tear  an  elaborate  survey  of  the  town  was  made  at  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  with  particular  reference  to  billets  for  ■ 
war  workers.  This  survey  showed,  on  the  basis  of  one  room  for 

one. person,  that  there  was  still  considerable  surplus  accommodation 
available  in  Wellington.  This  surplus  accommodation  was,  however, 

mainly  in. the  larger  type  of  house  and  the  practical  considerations 
of  conveniences  for  cooking,  washing,  etc.  and  general  suitability, 
would  have  to  be  taken  into  account  before  they  could  be  assessed  as 
available  for  billeting.  The  Authority  has,  so  far,  not  been 

required  to  find  billets  for  war  workers  or  further  official  parties 
and,  should  this  arise,  the  question  of  compulsory  billeting  would 
have  to  be  considered  seriously.  So  many  persons  are.  leading 

abnormal  lives  owing  to  war  conditions,  that  the  finding  of  voluntary 
billets  becomes  more  difficult  weekly.  Difficulties  arising  from 

persons  living  in  lodgings  have  not  been  -  so  far  as  the  Department 
is  concerned  -  medical,  but  of  a  domestic  nature;  generally  where 
relations  between  householder  and  lodger  had  deteriorated  to  a  point 
of  intolerance.  •  The  Hostel  for  difficult  children  established 
at  Highfield  House  -was'  released  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
of  the  County  Council  in  July,  as  this, District  had  been  relieved  of 
further  school, parties  under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

Certain  figures  supplied  from  the  General  Register  Office 

are  :  - 


Live  births  ...  ...  ... 
Illegitimate  . .  ...  ... 
Still  births  . .  ...  ... 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


Deaths 


Males. 

113 

8 

6 


females . 


72 

3 

3 


8 


Males . 
59 


Females . 
58 


Some  causes  of  death 


Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 
Influenza 
Cancer  . . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Pneumonia 
Road  .Accident 
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LABORATORY  SERVICE: 

The  pathological  and  bacteriological  connection  with  the 
University  of  Birmingham  has  been  severed  with  the  opening  of  the 
Donald-Hudson  Laboratory  at  Shrewsbury,  This  was  built  as  an 

annexe  to  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary.  Another  connection,  that 
with  the  Emergency  Health  Laboratory  at  Wellington,  was  broken  when 
it  was  decided  to  move  their  Headquarters  to  Hereford,  The 

latter,  established  locally,  had  been  a  great  convenience. 

Situated  as  it  was  in  the  midst  of  the  residential  scholastic  quarter, 
the  investigation  of  not  infrequent  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases 
were  able  to  be  conducted  with  a  thoroughness  and  rapidity  which  may 
not  have  been  fully  appreciated,  e,g,  in  the  recent  cases  of  dysentery 
The  Principal,  Dr.  Jones,  was  always  ready  to  place  at  our  disposal 
his  specialistic  knowledge  and  equipment. 


AMBULANCE: 

The  Authority  can  now  call  into  use  two  vehicles,  one  of 
which  was  acquired  immediately  before  the  onset  of  war.  The  needs 

of  the  District  are  met  satisfactorily,  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  Surveyor,  Infectious  disease  is  dealt  with  by  the  Isolation 

Ho  sp it  al 1 s  Ambulanc  e • 


MORTUARY : 

The  onset  of  emergency  conditions  arrested  progress  in  the 
planning  to  build  new  accommodation.  The  existing  premises  have 

been  improved,  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  requirements  and  changes 
have  been  made  to  give  greater  satisfaction.  Emergency  facilities 

to  deal  with  Civilian  War  Deaths  are  situated  adjoining  the  main 
building.  This  extension  has  had  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 

of  Health, 

SHELTERS : 

Surface  shelters  have  been  constructed  in  those  parts  of 
the  Town  considered  to  have  the  greatest  need  and  where  their  use 
would  be  most  necessary.  During  the  course  of  the  Year,  additions 

have  been  made  to  extend  this  service.  The  accommodation  has 

been  provided  by  the  County  Council, 

WATER. SUPPLIES: 

Your  Water  Engineer  reported  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year 
that  nearly  half  a  million  gallons  were  being  consumed  daily,  an 
average  approximating  to  nearly  23  gallons  per  head  of  population. 

To  maintain  this  supply,  weather  conditions  have  been  a  material 
factor.  If  it  had  been  wet  the  storage  reservoir,  gat hering 

from  the  Wrekin  water  shed,  automatically  conserved  the  quantity  but, 
following  a  time  of  drought,  the  pumping  stations  at  Woodfield  and 
Slang  Lane  had  to  be  brought  more  and'  more  into  play.  The 

capacity  of  these  plants  is  not  inexhaustible*  The  effects  of  a 
prolonged  dry  period  were  felt  in  the  lhte  autumn  and  early  winter, 
when  the-  two  pumping  stations  had  to  work  at  full  capacity. 

During  the  course  of  the  Year,  the  Water  Engineer  reported 
on  the  resources  of  the  Town  and  the  capability  of  delivering  a  good 
pressure  to  all  parts  of  the  District.  In  this  connection  the 
higher  lands  and  the  Hadley  Area  had  special  consideration. 
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As  a  result,  it  was  felt  that  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit 
it  would  be  necessary  to  lay  larger  channels  to  meet  the  demands, 
which  are  found  to  be  greatest  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  week. 

As  an  emergency  measure,  the  Authority  joined  in  the  mutual  aid 
scheme  for  water  undertakings  in  the  County  and  will  thus  participate 
in  maintenance  of  supplies.  Additional  stores,  pipes,  tanks, 

and  other  equipment,  have  been  laid  in  to  meet  possible  requirements. 

Approach  has  been  made  from  time  to  time  for  water 
extensions,  and  in  this  connection  a  request  was  made  from  the  Bratton 
Area,  This  was  not  granted. 

The  supply  to  consumers  is  new  chlorinated,  and  general 
examinations  made  quarterly  have  shown  the  water  to  be  of  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  purity, 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BAT  PIS: 

The  water  from  the  Council’s  public  swimming  baths  and  from 
a  privately  owned  public  swimming  bath  was  analysed  and  the 
chlorination  was  adjusted  until  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

Constant  use  has  been  made  by  the  Military  of  the  slipper 
bath  facilities  and,  in  addition,  steps  are  being  taken  to  make  the 
buildings  suitable  for  use  as  a  cleansing  station.  The  bulk  of 

water  available  at  the  two  centres  provides  a  means  for  fire  fighting 
should  occasion  demand. 

SCAVENGING: 

During  the  Year  a  change  was  made  in  the  means  of  transport 
used  for  collection,  a  motor  vehicle  being  acquired.  This  has 

meant  that  the  old  carts,  while  not  in  use  for  refuse  collection,  can 
be  turned  to  transport  of  a  general  nature  or  for  salvage.  A  weekly 
collection  is  the  aim,  and  it  has  becn_-possible  to  carry  this  out. 

It  would  appear  that  householders  have  managed  to  reduce  the  ruantities 
in  their  dustbins  and,  on  inspection,  a  higher  standard  of  disposal 
has  been  reached;  this  may  not  apply  to  all  parts  of  the  District. 

The  disposal  tip  is  conducted  on  the  Bradford  System  and  is 
well  managed. 

A  special  cart  deals  with  the  few  remaining  privies  in  the 
outlying  and  inaccessible  parts  of  the  Town. 

SEWAGE  AND  DISPOSAL: 


Beyond  extensions  in  the  Arleston  Area,  no  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  general  scheme.  This  extension  puts  additional  load 

on  that  part  which  is  the  least  able  to  deal  with  it  but,  fortunately, 
the  elevated  position  of  the  housing  offsets  this  difficulty  to  some 
extent , 


Repairs  to  mains  have  been  carried  out  as  required  and,  at 
the  works,  purification  and  disposal  have  progressed  satisfactorily. 
Increased  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  rid  of  sludge; 
this  is  not  uncommon  as  this  means  of  fertilisation  does  not  receive 
much  favour  from  farmers.  Vacant  land  at  the  disposal  works 

has  been  planted  with  potatoes  and  a  good  crop  gathered. 

Channels  and  water  courses  have  received  periodic  attention, 
and  particularly  those  at  Cranage  Crescent  and  at  the  outfall  from 
the  disposal  plant, 

HOUSING: 


The  suspension  of  the  building  of  new  houses,  and  the 
restrictions  and  difficulty  of  repairs  to  existing  property,  has 
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produced  troublesome  conditions  amongst  the  lower  grade  cottage 
property;  particularly  in  those  houses  which  are  the  subject  of 
Clearance  or  Demolition  Orders*  If  the  present  circumstances  should 

continue,  it  is  possible  that  a  serious  sanitary  situation  mey  arise 
due  to  dilapidations  in  this  extremely  poor  class  of  house  property. 

A  number  of  matters  connected  with  overcrowding,  insanitary 
conditions,  and  disrepair,  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  Year,  and 
condemned  houses  not  yet  demolished  were  inspected  and  reported  upon 
with  regard  to  the  possibility  of  their  being  used  for  special  cases, 
as  a  temporary  war  measure.  Movable  dwellings  in  the  district 

have  also  been  kept  under  observation.  The  invest igation  of 

nuisances  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bus  stand  in  Queen  Street  has  been 
carried  out.  This  condition  was  accounted  for  by  the  lack  of 

sanitary  conveniences ,  and  the  recommendations  made  have  resulted  in 
the  provision  of  public  lavatories  in  Queen  Street. 

MILK  AID  DAIRIES: 

These  have  received  general  supervision  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports  that  milk  supplies  in  the  District  have  been 
satisfactory.  Samples  have  been  taken  from  time  to  time,  and 

the  reports  in  most  cases  have  been  good. 

As  this  is  oneof  the  Counties  selected  to  take  part  in  the 
scheme  to  secure  a  higher  standard  of  cleanliness  in  milk  to  the 
consumer,  it  is  expected  that  a  start  will  be  made  early  in  the 
incoming  year.  The  work  will  be  carried  out  in  collaboration 

with  the  Harper  Adams  College. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS: 

The  slaughter-houses  at  the  two  bacon  factories  and  the 
casualty  slaughter-house  have  continued  to  function,  and  all  carcases 
slaughtered  at  these  establishments  have  been  carefully  inspected. 
Premises  used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food  have  been  regularly 
visited,  and  a  fairly  considerable  amount  of  tinned  foods  has  been 
condemned  and  confiscated.  The  supply,  and  therefore  the  work 

of  inspection  of  tinned  foodstuffs,  has  greatly  increased  during  the 
Year.  During  the  summer  months  a  quantity  of  imported  eggs 

was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

FACTORIES: 

These  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  .and  the  requirements 
of  the  Factories  Act  are  enforced.  Particular  attention  has  been 

directed  to  means  of  escape  from  fires  in  these  buildings,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  completing  the  survey  of  the  few  remaining 
factories  still  without  certificates. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE: 

Surveying  the  returns  for  the  Year  it  is  noticeable  that 
the  Town  has  enjoyed  a  period  of  comparative  quiet,  particularly 
where  the  more  .severe  notifiable  diseases  have  been  concerned. 

Excepting  Measles,  disease  in  no  Quarter  of  the  year  presented  any 
problem  and,  even  in  the  case  of  the  aforesaid,  there  was  an  absence 
of  epidemic  conditions  over  the  Town  generally.  While  Measles 

was  reported  in  every  , Quarter,  the  numbers  were  insignif icant  except 
in  the  Second  Quarter  when  there  was  a  total  of  fifty  cases  returned, 
by  no  means  a  high  figure  for  your  population.  This  rise, 

considerably  in  excess  of  any  similar  period  of  the  Year,  was  the 
result  of  an  outbreak  localised  in  a  residential  school  where 
segregation  was  possible. 

Whooping  cough,  in  the  First  and  Third  Quarters,  accounted 
for  fourteen  and  ten  cases  respectively,  and  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
extent  of  this  disease  was  limited. 


Diphtheria  was  completly  absent  from  the  returns.  This 
satisfactory  position  may  he  ascribed  to  the  labour  taken  in  the 
intensive  campaign  to  protect  infants  and  children  by  immunisation, 
they  being  particularly  susceptible  to  attack.  An  assessment 

taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  showed  that  75^  of  school  children  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  scheme.  In  the  case  of  infants  and 

pre-school  children  the  return,  while  low,  represented  in  all 
probability  a  larger  proportion  of  this  group  than  the  actual  figures 
denote. 

Scarlet  fever,  which  has  presented  itself  in  a  mild  innocuous 
form  in  many  instances,  gave  rise  to  seven  cases  in  the  First  Quarter 
and  there  was  a  gradual  diminution  of  notifications  until,  in  the 
last  Quarter,  the  District  had  complete  freedom. 

Pneumonia  was  reported  in  21  Instances,  half  of  which  came 
to  hand  in  the  First  Quarter.  This  represents  the,  expected 

seasonal  incidence;  no  Quarter  of  the  Year  was  free. 

Diseases  associated  with  War  and  overcrowded  Conditions  were 
absent,  with  the  exception  of  one  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  which 
occurred  in  the  last  Quarter. 


Dysentery  may  be  said  to  have  some  connection  with  the 
changed  conditions  of  living.  It  is  a  disease  which  can  easily 

pass  unrecognised  and  the  twelve  cases,  spread  over  the  Year,  signify 
a  comparatively  low  return. 


Other  diseases  notified  were 


Erysipelas  „  .  0  . .  » „  . .  . 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 
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The  returns  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
Year  were  : - 


1940 

1941 


Pulmonary. 
Males.  Females. 


40 

39 


27 

27 


ITon-Pulmo nary. 
Males.  Females. 


34 

34 


49 

‘51 


This  denotes  stability  with  no  deterioration  in  the.  case  of 
respiratory  disease. 

Contagious  skin  diseases,  impetigo  and  scabies,  have  not 
been  reported  in  largqfoumbers,  although  evacuee  cases  had  to  receive 
institutional  treatment.  Cases  arising  among  home  residents 

have  not  had  the  benefit  of  this  scheme  and  have  had  to  be  treated, 
as  far  as  possible,  in  their  own  homes.  It  is  hoped  that  this 

position  will  be  remedied  early  in  the  incoming  year.  Towards 

winter  there  was  increasing  evidence  of  the  disease  in  the 
neighbourhood .  Scabies,  associated  as  a  rule  with  dirt  and 

uncleanliness ,  deserves  the  closest  supervision  when,  in  conjunction, 
the  rationing  of  soap  is  considered. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.A.M.  STEWART. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4th  July.  1942. 


